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Tne ancient Hebrews called the 
Harp the pleasant Harp, and not 
only employed it to assist their de- 
votions, but at their entertainments 
and rejoicings. It appears to be 
the most ancient of all musical in 
struments ; sud probably those who 
have heard it well pleved, as it has 
been lately much ‘n vogue, will ad- 
mit that it is equally calculated ei- 
ther for joy or for solemaity. No. 
1 and 2 are ancient Harps; the for- 


mer evidenily that original kind Lee A 
which was constructed with the Vy if 
bones of some animal, and the . 
shell and inteoum: othe tor 


toise. * The latter is copied from a 
seal of Nero’s, who played upon 
this instrument, publicly, and even 
upon the roof of his palace, while 
Rome, which had been set on fire 
by his secret coutrivance, was bur- 
ning. No. 3, is the Vimothean 
Harp, having only four strings, to 
hich, in the hands of the ancient 
usician, whose name it bears, 
such wonders are attributed by an- 
ent Writers, and by Dryden in his 
Alexander’s Feast, or Ode on St. 
ecilia’s Day. No. 4 and 5, are 
opies from instruments found at 
erculaneum. No. 6, is the old 
Psaltry, translated Viol in Isaiah 
. 12, xiv. 11, and Amos v. 23, vi. 
- No. 8, is the ancient Cithara, 
Hazur, and No. 7, a very sim- 
e kind of. Harp, so portable and 
Imitting such a great variety in 
different lengths of the strings, 
to lead many to judge it to be that first in-|nations. To this class belong the Tambou- 
nted; and such an one is described by |rine, which, like them, is too well known 
uce among the antiquities of Egypt, which|to require delineation; we shall therefore 
tainly so fir supports that opinion, he |conclude this interesting subject with the fol- 
uni Genus, mentioned as the third division |lowing observations from Calmet. The an- 
musical Instruments, is so little capable of | cient Hebrews had a strong inclination to 
‘ation as to have remained nearly the same, | Music and Musical Instruments. They used 
A 10 its form, in all ages and among all {both in their religious services, im their pub- 
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lic and privdte rejoicings, at their feasts, 
and even in their mournings. We have in 
Scripture, canticles of joy, of thanksgiving 
and praise, of mourning, marriage hymns, 
as the Song of Songs, and Psalm xlv. sup- 
posed to have been composed in honour of 
Solomon’s nuptials. There are also songs of 
mourning ; David’s on the fall of Saul and 
Jonathan, and that on murdered Abner, and 
Jeremiah’s lamentations on the death of good 
Kiog Josiah. Psalm \xxii. appears to cele- 
brate an accession to the throne. There 
are songs of victory; for instance, by Moses 
after crossing the Red Sea, and by Deborah 
and Barak after the defeat and death of Sise- 
ra, All these songs we are plainly told, by 
the Inspired Writers, were sung by the sing- 
ing men and singing women, accompanied by 
almost all sorts of Musical Instruments: and 
that these may still be very powerful aids to 
pure devotion, both in public and in private, 
as of old, there seems little doubt; though 
they are often abused to the entire exclu- 
sion of a devotional spirit, and made to en- 
gross the sole attention, not only of the mu- 
sicians themselves, but it is to be feared of 
a large part of many congregations, and es- 
pecially of those which are principally collect- 
ed and held together by such attractions,— 
Youth’s Magazine, 


REV. JOHN LAWSON. 


The London Evangelical Magazine contains the fol- 
Jowing notice of the last moments of this devoted man. 
He has been a missionary at Calcutta sixteen years. 


The last moments of this interesting Missionary 
were pre-eminently happy and triumphant. The 
Rev. James Penney, in a letter to the Rev. Eus 
tace Carey, says,—* When I wrote last, | men- 
tioned the alarming state of dear brother Lawson’s 
healih.: he has since, to use his own words, resem 
bled ‘a fading flower,’ he might have said a fa 
ded flower, scorched by the sun, drenched by the 
rain, and we appear now to be waiting for the 
next blast to blow it to the ground. I need not 
tell you that he is a flower to us, to the church, to 
his large family, and I trust to God. For after 
saying that he wasa fading flower, he added, * but 
I shall bloom again.’ Through his affliction, Mr. 
L. exhibited much sweetness of temper. Nothing 
like a murmur escaped him. You would suppose 
that with such a family, he having eight childreo, 
and expecting another daily, he would be concern- 
ed and troubled to leave them ; but no, he seemed 
ready to commit his children to a better father, 
and his wife toa better husband. As yet, the 
Lord has suffered no cloud to pass over his mind, 
no gloom respecting the issue—all ts calm—all is 
well, IL told him that [ was wiiting to you, and 
asked him if he had any thing to say, that I might 
inform you. He said with a faultering voice, 


*Tell Carey that lam now passing through the 
valley of the shadow of death, and that I have the 
presence and assistance of my Redeemer ; ke 
said, ‘I have strength equal to my day ;’ and then 
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he would say with a smile, ‘Come Lord Jesus, 
now gracious Saviour, let thy servant depart in 
peace.’ Brother Yates had much conversation 
with Mr. L. this morning of a most delightful na- 
ture; he has chosen for his funeral sermon, ‘It is 
a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation,’ 
&c. To see sucha man die, robs the tyrant of 
many a sting. We all think his state is enviable. 
‘Let me die the death of the righteous, and let my 
last end be like his.” Mr. Lawson spoke very af- 
fectionately to Paunchoo to-day; ke said to him, 
‘Brother Paunchoo, I am going to Christ, whose 
gospel I have preached, and whose gospel you have 
preached ; we believe that the everlasting right- 
eousness of Christ can save sinners.’ Paunchoo 
wept and appeared much affected. If brother 
Lawson is about to leave us, how much his end re- 
semmbles the end of the patriarchs! He has had 
something to say toall. Brothers Warden and 
Gogerly kindly called to see him. [ asked him if 
he knew them? he said, ‘Yes,’ and then said, 
“this is brother Gogerly, and that is brocher War- 
den.’ IT asked hin if he had any thing-to say to 
them ; he said, ‘not any thing particular, only that 
they abound more and more in the work of the 
Lord.” Brother Warden asked him if he repen- 
ted becoming a missionary? he replied, * No, but 
1 repent that I have been such a bad one.” We 
told him that he had been made useful to souls, 
‘Yes,’ he replied, ‘that is a consolation, but I dont 
depend om my poor services for salvation.” Mr. 
Wasden wished to know what his views were res- 
pecting the conversion of the heathen. He replied, 
‘f have no peculiar views on the subject, my opin- 
ion corresponds with the generality of God’s peo- 
ple, thatthe heathen will be converted, that they 
shall be converted.’ After this we saw he was too 
weak to go on, and he closed his observations by 
saying— It is hard to reason when the flesh and 
heart are failing.’ It may truly be said of Mr. L, 
‘that like the sun, he looks larger at his setting.’ 
Oct. 22. This is Saturday, and Lawson is still 
alive ; but death is in his countenance. He now 
knows none of us, both his hearing and his sight 
have failed. He isin fact dead to all of us; his 
speech is fast failing also, we are all prepared for 
the stroke. The fluwer at last has fallen, to bloom 
in the world of spits! He now sings more sweet, 
more loud, than he sang on earth, with the church 
triumphant, and an innumerable company ot 
angels;—he sings the song of Moses and the 
Lamb. It has been a blessed exit,—a peaceful 
termination. He bas had a hope blooming with 
immortality, which was an anchor both sure and 
steadfast, entering within the veil. All who wit- 
nessed his dying hours seemed to envy him his sit- 
uation, and were ready to exclaim, * O death wheve 
is thy sting! O grave where is thy victory !’- 
About ten o’clock it was evident that he was gasp- 
ing his last. We ali then surrounded his couch tw 
watch the last breath. Now all was solemn,—a’! 
was still concern ; griefand tears were pictured ov 
all our countenances. Our brother was laboring 
to depart, he fetched one long breath, and I thoug! 
the struggle was over ; but no, the appointed night 
had arrived, but not the appointed moment; he 
lingered yet longer, while we wish!’ the soul ( 
take her flight. The sand had aiimost run out 
one long sigh, accompanied with a gentle scream, 
as if the soul had been snatched from the taberna- 





cle, terminated the life of this interesting charac 
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ty made the surrounding “ darkness the more vis- 
ible.” Among many of these a “a great and 
effectual door has been opened ;” and these barren 
deserts have become fruitful fields, in consegence 
of the labor of your missionaries, and of being wa 

tered with the fertilizing streams of this society. 
The Wyandots are still marching forward in the 
road of religion and civilization. The school for 
the instruction of native children now contains 65 
scholars; and the reformation among the adults, 
so happily begun under the labors of Steward in 
1815, is deepening and extending its saving in fu- 
ence. The number of church members is 250, 
and the converted chiefs are still laboring for the 
salvation of their brethren of the forest. 

2. The mission among the Mohawks and Mis- 
sisaugahs, in Upper Canada, promises a rich har- 
vest as the reward of the Society’s munificence. 
The reformation among the latter especially, 
the most degraded of all the tribes, if we 
did not know the omnipotence of grace, would 
be truly astonishing. Ofthese it may be emphat- 
ically said, that they are new creatures. The fire 
first kindled among the Mohawks has run along 
the banks of the Grand river, crossing the country 
to the river Thames ; and has commenced its puri- 
fying flames amongst the Muncey Indians, the 
remnant of the Delaware and Chippewa tribes. 
Some of their hearts are already melted into ten- 
derness, and are receiving the impressions of di- 
vine truth. A school for the education of native 
children is atrached to this mission, which, though 
feeble in its commencemement promises much 
usefulness. The number of tiative church meim- 
bers in this mission is estimated at 150. 

8. The prospects among the Creeks are begin- 
ning to brighten. From the commencement of 
this mission, the missionaries until quite recently, 
were not permitted to preach the gospel to the 
adult Indians. This opposition, however, has 
gradually weakened, and the last intelligence 
staies that a sermon had been delivered to a num- 
ber of the adults, with which they were so well 
pleased as io request that it might be repeated. 
These, together with the continuance and prosper- 
ity of the school are encouraging symptoms, and 
give reason to hope for the ultimate success of the 
inission. 

4. The Cherokee mission, embracing the up- 
per, lower, and middle tribes of Cherokees, was 
begun in 1823, by establishing schools for the in- 
struction of Indian youth, and by preaching the 
gospel to the adults. The missionaries have been 
successful in both these departments; and from 
the last report from the mission, there were two 
hundred and eighty-three members of the charch. 
Some of the*converted chiefs of this nation are 
pow assistants to the missionaries in preaching the 
Gospel of the kingdom. 


AMERICAN EDUCATION SOCIETY. 
“Address of the Rev. Mr. Warner, of Medford, at 

the Annual Meeting in Boston, May 390, on 

presenting the following Resolution : ‘ 


Resolved, That in the transaction of the busi- 
ness of this Society, it ever becomes its members 
to cherish a deep sense of their dependence on 
God, and by fervent prayer to seek his blessing. 


_ The nature of the work in which this Society 
is engaged, offers the best possible reason fer the 
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resolution now introduced. For what is the work 
in which this Society is enlisted? A work the 
beginning and end of which rests on God. The 
individual who is the object of patronage by the 
American Education Society, is ever supposed to 
be one, that stands in a different relation to God, 
from the mass of men with whom he mingles. 
God has had something to do with such a man, 
which sets him wide apart from others; some- 
thing which all the united energies of this Socie- 
ty, or even of a world could not effect. And 
men who come and choose the subjects of your 
“palgonage, make the selection with reference to 
that one fying, in such and not in others ;-—that 
one thing, done,-"™ he micht..por by PMifiveded 


~ 


by the Spirit of Jehovah. 

Now, Sir, were there no other thing counected 
with education for the ministry but this, that its 
subject must be “ born, not of blood, nor of the 
will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of 
God,” it would be reason enough that the mem- 
bers of this Society should feel that their begin- 
ning was alone from God. " 

This Society could never have had even a 
name, much less a subject of its charity, had there 
not been other power, and other wisdom thaa 
man’s, exerted upon the objects of its benevolence. 
God, and he alone, who has come to the heart of 
a rebel sinner by the might of his Spirit, has mide 
it possible for us to be co-workers with hin in 
building up a ministry for the saints. Let each 
individual that has given his thousand or his mite; 
let this whole body, enlist their talents and their 
piety and besiege one single youth, who is now of 
his own hearty choice urging his way to the min- 
istry. Let them press him, while dead in sin to 
count all things but loss for Christ, and to become 
a willing Paul in tribulation for the church ; does 
it not become a matter ef iieart-felt experience 
'o all, that we are engaged in a work where our 
mightis weakness and our wisdom folly? No, 
Dir, we Cannot even put him on the course. 

But, Sir, this youth, who is the object of your 
charity, has only been touched by the power of 
God. The energies of his moral wature ave as 
yet but the energies of a child. And who isto 
train him to the stature of a perfect man in Christ 
Jesus? Who is to make him strong in the Lord, 
and the power of his might ? 

I know indeed that his mind may be expanded, 
and his moral energies strengthened, by a system- 
alice course of study ; and that time and pe:sever- 
ance may make him a prodigy of imtellect. Burt, 
Sir, he may, after all you can do for him, stand 
ouly a cold mental monument of ice, to freeze ile 
church of the living God. 

Where then, [ ask, is the power that, in his way 
up to the ministry, will transform him by the ra 
newing of his mind, that will make the fables 
of heatherism and all her unsanctified poetical 
breathings, a quickening power in pis wav to hoe 
liness of heart? Is there one hand which this 
Society can stretch out, that will shield lis silent 
bosom froin the embrace of some hidden riquity, 
that will wither up his bopeful piety? Who will 





stand centinel to his heart, as his expand:ne mind 
catches the glories of science, and interminngted 
and breathed in with a subtle and unseen poron ? 
In all bis preparations, such is the course through 
which each beneficiary makes his way to the min- 





istry, that his heart is out of the guardiauship of 
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all human protection. And if he fail nor out bs 
the way, the miserable victim of some Just of the 
flesh or pride of life, it is to no shield and buckle: 
of an Education Society that he owes his safety, 
but to God atone. 

But, Sir, the man whom you are to put into the 
office of the ministry, even when he takes up the 
Bible and moves amid its sanctifving influence, 
must be moulded and shaped by o:her power than 
we can bestow.—Lead him, if you please, through 
all the great truths of revelation, and store his 
meinory, and fortify his judgment, with each ar 
ticle of an iron creed; and while he may thys 
walk in proud self-satisfaction round they") | 


° ae -_ an iwarks 
of his religion and up ~ ate hertdcse 
pRU Aili! 1) _ " tel Y her tO ers, he 1s still a 


- - ' . 
very heathen to"her temple worship; be can neti 


ther sing her songs, nov breathe her prayers.— } 


Who theo is to make each truth ov the page of 
revelation, spirit and lifeto him? For it is not 
enough that he hold in cold speculation the truths 
of the gospel. 

But the man, whom you are training to stand 
a herald of grace, must be one who is touched in 
the spring of his affections. He must know the 
Bible, because he has felt its high and holy truths 
thrill through all the sensibilities of his being. 
The whole field of revelation must be one, through 
which he takes his way as well known; and 
known because he has moved there in the highest: 
‘ possible interests of his moral nature. The hopes. 
the fears, the joys and sorrows that spring up in 
the view of what is there disclosed, must constitute 
no small part of his happy or miserable existence. 
Now, Sir, where is the energy iodged, in all the 
strength of this body, marked for talents and for 
piety, that can make one single truth, on all the 
revelation of God, a living reality to the heart of 
one single subject of your charity? No, Sir, mei: 
are transformed by the renewing of the Hols 
Ghost; and when they are mighty in the Scrip- 
tures, it is because-they are filled with the fulness 
of God. . 

This work, Sir, is as really out of our hands, as 
the redemption of a sinner from his grave of tres 

asses and sins, up to the bright and beaming ho 
iness of God. And if there go not along with 
each effort of this bedy, the power of Christ, to 
will and to do, in each heart of a beneficiary, your 
labors will be air. No, they will be millstones on 
the neck of the church, to sink her in the depths 
of the sea. 

No matter, then, how much talent or wealth 
you enlist in this service, it is nothing without the 
blessing of God. The broad and permanent foun- 
dation of this Society is the spirit of fervent pray 
er, and utter dependence on God. A spirit that 
moves through the heart of each member and ut- 
ters, like holy Paul counting up bis labors, “ 4nd 
yet Tam nothing.” 

Such is the spirit that well becomes us, in every 
effort made in this cause. For in every exertion 
here, how wide and vast is the responsibility.— 
Another generation, and these sons of your chari- 
ty will be the angels of the churches, in which we 
now stand; the Pauls, the Brainerds, the Baxters 
of the world, if God in mercy give us any. 

But O, Sir, if God let us alone in this work, we 
shall raise up men who will pull down the herit- 
age of the saints, and enter into our flocks like 
mighty and devouring wolves. 

f would, Sir, that this resolve were written, not 
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with ink, and spoken into air, but that it were gra- 
ven in undying recollection on the tablets of our 
hearts. 

Then, Sir, it would need no spirit of prophecy 
to say, that the righteousness of this Society would 
go forth as brightness and her salvation as a lamp 
that burneth. Bat if, departing from God, we 
say unto gold, thou art our trust, or to any thing 
but him, thou art our-confidence, God, ever jeal- 
ous of his honor, and no where more than in the 
musty Of-Feconciliation, will stretch owt upon 
us the Aine of confusion, and write Tekel on our 
“proud and lofty exploits. 


STATE OF RELIGION IN MAINE. 


The Chistian Mirror contains an account of an in- 
teresting meeting of the Cumberland Conference of 
Churches, at Minot, on the 13th inst. 


Ov Tuesday afternoon at 4 o’clock, a sermon 
was preached by the Rev. B. Tappan, from 2 
Chron. xv. 2.—The Lorp is with you while ye be 
with him. Pravers were offered by Rev. P. Chase, 
and Rev. Mr. Sawyer. A numerous assembly 
listened with apparently solemn attention, to these 
interesting and appropriate exercises, 

Wednesday morning, 5 o’clock. An unusually 
large number assembled to join in the exercises of 
the prayer meeting. 

At 10 o’clock, what are generally regarded as 
ihe principal religions exercises of the meeting, 
commenced. For some time previous, the spacious 
place of worship, (centre meeting house in Minot) 
was literally crowded with the assembling multi- 
tude, whom the interest of the occasion had called 
logether, anxious to “ stand within the gates of Je- 
rusalem, whither the tribes go up, even the tribes 
of the Lord.” A general account of the existing 
staie of religion in the county, with appropriate 
exhortations was given by Rev. Mr. Mead. Bow- 
‘oin College, it appeared, had been visited with a 
partial refreshing from the presence of the Lord, 
and was commended to the prayers of God’s peo- 
ple. N. Gloucester continues to enjoy the special 
operations of the Holy Spirit, and some other pla- 
ces are favored ina less degree. The operations of 
ihe Holy Spirit in the place of meeting had been 
signal and glorions, 

Rev. Mr. Douglass, delegate from the Oxford 
Conference, gave some account of the state of re- 
kgion in Oxford Co. In the town of Norway, a 
revival is in progress;—the seriousness pretty gen- 
eral—ten of a Bible class recently instituted, had 
professed a hope in Christ. 

Rev. Mr. Tappan, from Kennebeck, feelingly 
alluded to the triumphs of divine grace, which 
were witnessed in that county, a year or two since, 
contrasted with the present low state of religion in 
a great part of it. Inthe town of Clinton, there 
have been some conversions, and two of the many 
destitute churches have been supplied with pas- 
tors. Diligent inquiry had disclosed the fact, that 
several hundreds of families were destitute of the 
Bible. 

The delegate from Somerset, Rev. Mr. Holt, 
stated the number of Congregational Churches in 
that county to be fifteen; Congregational minis- 
ters, four. Attempts have been made to obscure 
the effulgence of the Sun of righteousness, and 
darken the glory of the Gospel. These attempts 
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we have felt its power, and tasted its consolations ; 
we mark, and find its fruits in the midst of us. 
Having “freely received, we freely give.” We 
realize that “ it is more blessed to give than to re- 
ceive.” By the labors of Domestic Missionary 
Societies, the broken walls of Jerusalem are to be 
built up, breaches are closed, waste places are cul- 
tivated, and solitary places are made glad. In 
many places where their agency is exerted, the 
blessing of the Lord is given, weak churches be- 
come strong, cold churches become enlivened, the 
temple of Jehovah is reared in the world’s wilder- 
ness, and from Satan’s host, numbers are gather- 
ed into the fellowship of God’s people. The very 
churches and places which needed, implored, and 
received help, soon become important auxiliaries 
in this cause, not only by their prayers, but also 
by their willing contributions, and active exertions. 
Every place where the light of divine truth is 
brought becomes a radiating point. Wherever the 
healing waters of life are communicated, a spring 
is opened, whence refreshing and fertilizing 
streams shall issue. Thus we may hope amidst 
vigorous and persevering labors, and the rich bles- 
sing sought from on high, an impulse shall be giv- 
en which shall increase in a geometrical propor- 
tion. Let it be remembered that in correspon- 
dence to the faithfulness, extent, and success of 
domestic missionary operations, will be the energy 
given to, the resources provided for, and the bles- 
sing resting on the varied religious charities of our 
day and nation. 

3. It is the American Home Missionary Soci- 
ety. It is not the loftiness of this title that attracts 
regard; but the conviction that it will be expres- 
sive of the deed, that the plan on which it is found 
ed is calculated to promote the object, and attain 
the end which is held in view. The’ field spread 
before us is large, the labor required is arduous, 
and the exertion called for should be united and 
persevering. God as it were commands us from 
this place of elevation, (as he commanded the fa- 
ther of the faithful,) * Lift up thine eyes and look 
from the place where thou art, northward, and 
southward, and eastward, and westward, for all 
that thou seest will I give to thee.” The word of 
ater ts is not only the ground of encouragement, 

ut also the prompter to prayer, and the stimulus 
to exertion. Every promise bears with it a duty. 
* Go ye up into all the land to possess it.” The 
character which this Society will now assume, is 
Most auspicious to its increasing efficiency. By 
its means intelligence will be collected from all 
parts of our land into a common centre, and thus 
give more enlightened direction to its counsels and 
Operations. Again, this intelligence will be sent 
forth in all directions, and spread a common light, 
cherish a common feeling, and suengthen a com- 
mon interest. The affections of the churches will 
be more deeply enlisted, and their exertions more 
abundantly called forth. The field of domestic 
missionary labor will be explored and occupied, 
with unity of council and harmony of effort. In 
the result of the faithful and persevering labors of 
this Society, we cannot but indulge the most cheer. 
ing and reviving prospects. It is connected with 
the glory and welfare of our land, It has been 
remarked by a brother preceding me, that the 
Wishes of the patriot, and the hopes of the Chris 
van here blend. Distinguished as we have been 
through our whole history by the providence of 
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God, and dwelling as we do, bappily and securely 
under a form of government acknowledged fs a 
model of political wisdom, and well tried in its in- 
fluence and efficacy, let us never forget that 
“ righteousness exalteth a nation,” but that “sin 
is” not only “the reproach” but also the ruin “ of 
any people.” Let the corruption infect the vitals, 
and spread through the system of the body politic, 
and the foundation upon which a nations’s welfare 
and happiness rest, is sand, the ligament that binds 
them together is rottenness. Diffuse the influence 
of the gospel of Jesus Christ, which unites man to 
his God, and to his fellow men,—there is a bond 
indissoluble ; and national virtue and happiness 
become perpetuated. Who is not ready to look 
through the vista of futurity with delightful pros- 
pect to our whole wide spread land, as an exten- 
ded field of moral and spiritual culture, delightful 
to behold, and blessed to inhabit, in large measure 
connected with the instrumentality of this instita- 
tion? High is the responsibility, as well as great 
the distinction, which rests upon this favored na- 
tion. The child of Providence, in an eminent de- 
gree, through our whole history blessed with free 
republican institutions, enjoying a general diffu- 
sion of gospel light and privilege, possessing a 
wonderful and growing increase of national resour- 
ces, removed from the scenes which are marked 
in prophecy as the place of the out-pouring of the 
vials, and urged by the aspect of Providence, and 
the signs of the times, how imperiously does it be- 
come us to prove the benefactors of the world, by 
spreading the light of life, the blessings of salva- 
tion, and the fruits of holiness all abroad. Shall 
the hopes of the world perish by our dereliction ? 

There remaineth very much land to be posses- 
sed. We need united and devoted exertions. It 
was remarked by the poet Montgomery, at a mis- 
sionary meeting in England, that in the Bible So- 
ciety, thase who believe its revealed authority, 
were by one common principle united, but in mis- 
sionary Societies, Christians who are pursuing 
one end, and preaching the same truths which 
humble the sinner, exalt the Saviour, and incul- 
cate holiness of heart and life, while differing in 
minor points, and prevented from being united in 
the same common counsels and measures pursued, 
may still act in entire harmony. The former 
might be compared to the light of heaven, having 
its rays blended in shining lustre. The latter 
inight be compared to the parted rays in the rain- 
bow, while their order and harmony are exhibited 
as a token of peace and safety to our guilty world. 
It is even so. Let us take heed however, lest we 
part the light that comes to us, by the prism of 
prejudices in discolored hues. 

These scenes are exhilarating. But how often 
does the emotion spend itself at the time and we 
remain inactive. Peter amidst the vision, and 
during the converse on the holy mount, at one 
time slept, and during the excitement of the scene, 
proposed to build tabernacles, Let us neither 
sleep nor build tabernacles, let us prepare for ac- 
(ion. We have not put off the haraess, we have 
put it on. 


METHODIST INDIAN MISSIONS. 


At the Jate Annual Meeting of the Missionary 
Society of the Methodist Episcopal Church, with- 
in the bounds of the Philadelphia Conference, an 





appropriation of 766 dollars was made, to be ape 










































































o4 


plied at the discretion of the bishops, either to the 
Cherokee, Choctaw, New. Orleans, or West-Flor- 
ida missions. 

Bishop McKendree addressed the meeting on 
the subject of missions, in an animated manner.— 

The subjects, be observed, of the glorious gos- 
pel of the blessed God, are the human race—eve- 
. ty son of Adam, and their present and eternal 
happiness, are the objects to which it calls our at- 
tennon. “TJ, if} be lifted up,” said Jesus, * will 
draw all men unto me.” Coie unto me all ye 
that labour and are heavy laden, and | will give 
you rest—rest to your souls,” is the language of 
the gospel to fallen man. To accomplish this be- 
nevolent design, Jesus said unto his apostles, * Go 
ye into all the world, and preach my gospel to ev- 


ery creature ; teaching them to observe all things 
whatsoever | have commanded you: And lo! I 


am «jh you always, even untothe end of the 
world.’ 

The divinity of the scriptures and the power of 
God were wonderfully confirmed by the effects 
which followed the apostles preaching ; and bless- 
ed be God! the triumphs of the gospel now are 
“ confirmation strong” of the truth and veracity of 
the promise—* Lo! Lam with you always, even 
unto the end of the world”—not only to the ut 
most limit of time, but also to the farthest “ verge 
of this green earth.” Whilst the gospel is per- 
forming wonders in Europe, Asia and Africa, bun 
dreds of thousands in America, can give “ glory 
to God in the highest” who hath made them heirs 
of Him and joint heirs of Jesus Christ ; and still 
His arms are open wide to embrace all the dest: 
tute, and minister consolation to all the «afflicted. 
Zealous, useful and powerful ministers, are pro- 
claiming the glad tidings on the frontiers of our 
rapidly extending population. Nor is this restrain- 
ed by geographical boundaries, but flies to the re- 
lief of the degraded slave, and cordially embraces 
the much injured aborigines of our country.— 
Never did I see the power of the gospel more 
“evidently set forth” than among the Indians,— 
We have seen iis effects among the Cherokees, 
the Creeks, the Choctaws, the Chickasaws, the 
Wyandotts, and other nations with joy and won 
der. Within a few years the charms of the gospel 
have influenced the Indian hunters to exchange 
their savage, for civil and religious pursuits and 
pleasures. 

Instead of bark huts, many of them now live in 
comfortable cabins, surrounded by cultivated ficlis 
and fruitful gardens, which yield certain support 
to themselves and their families. Their wives and 
daughters no longer bear the heavier burden, but 
clothe the children and manage the household, 
while the men cultivate the farm.—But above al! 
we hear them relate their christian experience, 
clearly and properly. They tell of the wonderfui 
things of God with reverence and awe. They 


point to their farms and houses as evidences of 


their civil improvement, and say with rapture— 
“ but that is not all, there is a change here,” (lay- 
ing their hands upon their hearts) “and to their 
credit I may add, they prove the sincerity of their 
rofessions, and reality of the change, by their 
ife and conversation, and now bringing up their 
children in the same way. “By their fruits ye 
shall know them,” said our Lord. They bear fruit. 
We can therefore no longer doubt whether the [n- 
dians are proper subjects of the gospel mission.— 


Methodist Indian Missions. 
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Some of the parents remarked with emotion, the 
defference between the former ard present con- 
duct of the children. Instead of spending their 
leisure hours in play, they are obeying the “ first 
commandment with promise,” assisting their par- 
ents, and communicating the knowledge they 
have acquired. 

We saw sixty children among the Wyandots, 
who had changed the savage, for the civil and reli- 
gious life. We thought of the beneficial effects 
through successive generations, and felt that the 
power of this enterprise should inflame the coldest 
heart. 

To carry the gospel effectually to the poor, it 
‘must not only be without expense on their part, 
but io many instances, we must furnish them with 
* food and raiment,” as well asthe “ promise of 
the life that isto come.” This requires funds.— 
Preachers cannot live on air, or be cloathed with 
sun- beams ; but with bread to eat, and raiment to 
wear of the plainest quality, they are satisfied to 
their heart’s content. Could you but see the num- 
ber of children that are maintained and tanght at 
some of the missionary establishments ; could you 
witness the »mprovement of parents and children 
in civil and religious knowledge, and then com- 
pare the expense with the improvement, your 
hearts “would burn within you to see what God 
hath wrought” in these, our afflicted fellow-crea- 
tures ; and this well grounded and pious joy would 
he increased by the reflection, that you have aid- 
ed in achieving so great and profitable a change, 
aod generations yet unborn may enjoy the saving 
benefits of your liberality. 

I assure you, Sir, that old and infirm as I am, 
while { beheld the result of your labours among 
those humble, obedient and aimiable creatures, I 
felt willing to “spend and be spent” in their ser- 
vice. Their equals for peaceable conduct, ready 
obedience, diligence in labour and study, and 
“fervency of spirit” and practice, I never saw a- 
mong so great a number of children. 

Such, my friends, are some of the reasons which 
should induce you to “ give alms of such things 
as ye have”—He that hath pity on the poor lend- 
eth unto the Lord. He will repay bim, “ Fhe 
Lord loveth a cheerful giver.” 

From the Sixth Aunual Report of the Methodist 
Missionary Society within the bounds of the New 
England Conference, we select the. following addi- 
tional facts :-— . 


1. When the Society commenced its opera- 
tions, most of the Indian tribes which inhabit the 
vast wildernesses which skirt the southern and 
western borders of these United States and Terri- 
tories, were alike destitute of the knowledge of the 
true God and the arts of civilized life. IJtis true, 
the Moravians, the most indefatigable of all the 
missionaries among the American Indians, had la- 
hored long, and with various success ; and others 
had made some happy beginnings among a few 
tribes of these long neglected children of the for- 
est: but notwithstanding these attempts at their 
conversion, there yet remained a great majority of 
them involved in all the darkness of paganism, 
blended in some instances with the most degra- 
ding superstitions. The lights of a Brainerd and 
an Elliot had become nearly extinguished ; and if 
here and there a glimmering taper was seen, it @n- 
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ter, who was equally as dear to you as to us. On 
Sabbath evening, his remains were conducted to 
the English burial ground, accompanied by an im- 
mense concourse of friends. His _pall-bearers 
were members of the different Missionary Socie- 
ties resident in Calcutta.” 


MAUMEE MISSION. 


In our last volume, we published some cheering in- 
telligence from this station, which is established in 
Ohio, among the Wyandot and Ottawa Indiaus. It 
will be seen by the following extracts from Mr. Van 
Tassel’s Journal of a subsequent date, that the work 
ef grace is still continued. 


Sunday, April 2.—In the evening the scholars 
had a prayer meeting, at which several prayers 
were offered up by these tawny children, whose 
minds a short time since were clouded with pagan 
darkness. We think we have witnessed the truth 
of Peter’s assertion, that God is no respecter of 
persons. For we have reason to believe that from 
Wiandov’s, Ottawa’s and Chippewa’s, God has 
called some to repentance. 

April 17.—A deep solemnity pervaded the 
school: three scholars were so deeply impressed 
under a sense of their sins, that they could not at- 
tend to any kind of business. They have spen: 
the day in secret retirement, weepmg over their 
sins and pleading for mercy. We have endeavor- 
ed to explain to them the holy law of God, and 
show them its extent and spirituality, how it is bro- 
ken and brings us under condemupation, and the 
only way of escape by Jesus Christ. Margaret, a 
Wiandot, 17 years old, was heard praying in her 
own language. Que of the girls that could under- 
stand her, told sister Stevens that she said she had 
very wicked heart, she could not get a new heart, 
she prayed God to give Ler a new heart. 

Apru 19.—Margaret appeared more cheerful to- 
day, aud when enquired of, observed that she fel: 
very differently, said she had a very wicked heart, 
but hoped Christ had pardoned her sins and giveu 
her a new heart. She was then asked, why she 
thought she had a new heart? She replied, she 
felt differently towards God’s holy law, and Chiist 
appeared lovely and precious to her. Question. 
Why does Christ appear lovely aud precious to you 
pow ’—because you think he has pardoned your 
sins? Answer, Yes. Question. If he should not 
pardon your sins, and should seud you to hell, 
would you love him then? Answer. I think 1 
would ; he would be just the same, and I do not de- 
serve any thing better from him. 


Extract of a letter from Mr. Leander Sackett, da 
ted Ebenezer, April 20th, 1826. 


“ Weak and feeble as | am, (says Mr. Sacket,) 
I find it very difficult to retire to rest at an early 
hour, in consequence of the situation of the family. 
In many respects, we are witnessing a very pleas 
ant time. God, in infinite wercy, has been pleas- 
ed to visit this family by pouring out bis Holy 
Spirit upon us. For six ot seven weeks past, we 
have been witnessing his strange work (for so it 
appears to us) in the conversion of some of the 
scholars in this schoo]. Four of them are indul 
ging hopes, and for them hopes are entertained by 
the members of the family. When I call it God’s 
strange work, | do not mean that it is a strange 




























































thing in our day to hear that his converting grace 
is afforded to sinners; but that the time and man- 
ner of his visiting us ts strange. 

“'The first appearance of a reviving season was 
soon after the receipt of a letter by one of the sin- 
vle sisters, from her friend in the State of New 
York, giving an account of a revival in the place 
of her residence, and remarking, * That if we 
only believed, we might see such times here.’” 

The letter proceeds to give a detailed account 
of the exercises and conversion of a youth in the 
school, and then proceeds :— 

* He passed most of his time for two days, alone, 
and most of it in prayer. In the evening of the 
second day, he was in my :oom, with a number of 
other boys, and there spoke to them of the love of 
Jesus, affectionately exhorted them to make their 
peace with God, and prayed with them. This 
was powerful preaching; and we have reason to 
believe that God has made use of it for the con- 
viction and conversion of some who are now re- 
joicing in hope. Almost every morning and eve- 
ning we hear some of the scholars, in different 
directions, as we walk out, engaged in prayer ; and’ 
sometimes we can stand in our doors or at our 
windows, and hear a number at the same time, in 
different directions, ina low, but audible voice, 
pleading importunately for the forgiveness of 
their own sins, and io behalf of their kindred, 

The scholars are indulged in having meetings 
occasionally by themselves, in which they have 
sometimes five or six prayers.” 


Speech of the Rev. Thomas Dewitt, before the 
United Domestic Missionary Society, New- 
York, May 12, 1826. 


We enjoy this week the privilege to contemplate 
various Christian benevolent institutions, which al- 
ihough differing as to their particular objects, all 
actin eutive harmouy, and promote the accom- 
plishinent of the same great end. Like the 
“wheel within a wheel” in the vision of the proph- 
et, there is a mutual dependence, and necessary 
connexion, which renders each most valuable in 
its place, and essential to the prosperity and suc- 
cess of the whole system. It would therefore be 
incorrect as well as invidious, to attempt a com- 
parative estimate of the claims of these various in- 
stitutions by elevating those of one, and depressing 
those of another. But surely we may be permit- 
ved to suy that the institution in view of which we 
are assembled, is not the least in its commenda- 
tion to our regard and co-operation. The object 
it holds in view, and the plan on which it is found- 
ed, must (I think) be approved by those who 
“hold the truth in love,” who mark the signs of 
the times, and who are anxious and ready to em- 
brace every means for diffusing more widely and 
largely the blessings of salvation. This institution 
I have prized from its first formation ; I have re- 
joiced in the good it has been enabled to accom- 
plish; and have cordially exclaimed “Peace be 
unto thee.’—I have had the grateful privilege of 
uniting with a large assembly of fellow Christians, 
in enlarging its plan to extend its field of opera- 
tions, to multiply and combine its resources, and to 
furnish new facilities and imeans for the wise, faith- 
ful, and successful prosecution of its labors. [ 
hail the day on which has been laid the corner- 
stone ef another spiritual natienal edifice, whieh ~ 
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under God's blessing, shall be “ beautiful for situ- 
ation, and the joy” of our whole laud. The name 
of the American Home Missionary Society bears 
its recommendation. Let us analyze it. 

1. It is a Missivnary Society. The cause of 
Missions must be dear to every Christian heart. 
Its design is to disseminate the light of truth, and 
the biessings of salvation by the means which God 
has wisely appointed, and has graciously promised 
to bless. This instrumentality is the ministry of 
his word. Remove a faithful Christian ministry 
from your churches, and soon, very soon, the Bi- 
ble would become an unopened volume, or a dead 
letter ; soon the Sabbath would lose its holy and 
distinguishing character, and no rest would return 
for the soul ; soon the light that now shines, becom- 
ing dimmer and dimmer, would yield unto dark- 
ness; soon the field, now fruitful, would become a 
desolate waste, covered with thorns and briars. 
So also the valley of the shadow of death can on- 
ly be enlightened—and the far spread waste pla- 
ces can only be made fruitful in righteousness and 
peace by God’s own appointed ordinance, a faith 
ful gospel ministry. The voice must “cry in the 
wilderness, prepare ye the way of the Lord.” The 
feet of them that bring good tidings, that publish 

eace, must be beautiful on the mountains.— Phi- 
osophy not “ baptized in the fountain of eternal 
love,” lightly esteems the doctrine of the cross, and 
the means of grace, and pretends that civilization 
reared under her auspices must be the precursor to 
the introduction of Christianity. She has tried 
her skill, she lias exerted her prowess, the experi- 
ment is fully made. “Alas! Leviathan is not so 
tamed.” But the gospel preached in its simplici- 
ty and purity, is still found as ever to be “ the wis- 
dom of God, and the power of God unto salva- 
tion.” That apostolic band of missionaries, the 
Moravian brethren have gove forth thus preaching 
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the gospel, and laboring with all the devotion of 


love. The most darkened have become enlight- 
ened; the most savage have become meek and 

entie ; the most debased have become elevated in 

eelings and morals. Theice of polar regions has 
dissolved ; the arid plains of Africa have become 
verdant and fruitful; and the enslaved negroes 
have become the freedmen of the Lord. What 
would science, commerce, or any thing human 
have effected towards that wonderful revolution 
which has recently taken place in the South Sea 
Islands? Inthe want of gospel ordinances, all 
other means, however wise and benevolent, will 
“oh unavailing. In this cause every christian 

eart must feel the deepest interest indeed. Our 
solemn dedication to the Redeemer’s service must 
bind us to, and every hope we cherish in his grace 
must animate us in the promotion of this cause. 
With what holy fervency do we find in the sacred 
scriptures the saints of old pouring forth their de- 
yout aspirations in prapee for, and delight in the 

rosperity of Zion? Our Lord has marked our 
es and joy in rejation to this subject by making 
three petitions out of six, in his summary of prayer 
refer to it. The universal diffusion of the gospel, 
and the more abundant ontpouring of the Spirit, 
are the two peculiar characteristics of the gospel 
dispensation in distinction from the former. These 

will ever go together. When the Spirit is poured 
forth, the church becomes alive to the cause of her 
Lord, and the good of souls. There arises an ex- 
| pansive energy in the power of Christian love, and 





Thomas Dewitt, [J une’, 
Zion becomes not only strengthened in her stakes, 
nut also lengthened in her coids. In the first age 
of the church when she was in weakness, and un- 
der oppression, when earth and bell were leagued 
against her, the word of the Lord greatly prevailed, 
had tree course, and became glorified. Although 
we know that it “ was not by might, nor by power, 
nor by the Spirit of the Lord,” yet on reading the 
apostolical epistie may we not spellthe secret. A 
most powerful sympathy pervaded, and cordial 
co-operation united the churches. They bea: each 
other’s burdens, and fulfilled each other’s joy.— 
Thus the weak received strength, and the needy 
obtained help from the more favored. A constant 
intercourse of prayer between ministers and peo- 
ple, and between churches in behalf of each other, 
was keptup. This before God was the bond of 
union, and the source of their prosperity. The 
era which has lately been unfolded, commenced 
with the excitement of a missionary spirit, and has 
been accompanied with the holy concert of prayer; 
and in connexion with these the work of the Lord 
has prospered in the greater variety of means, and 
wider extent of blessing. 

2. It is a Home Missionary Society. That 
word brings with it an appeal to which we at once 
respond. Hove is peculiarly the centre of our af- 
fections, the scene of our delights, the sphere of 
our labors, and the object of our anxieties. It is 
most wisely ordered that our affections should 
flow most kindly and powerfully, and should 
prompt our labors most devotedly in those scenes 
which Providence has allotted to us, where we 
can stretch forth our hands to our work more im- 
mediately, and where we especially become bies- 
sed and prove a blessing. 

The principle of love called forth into exercise 
operates most powerfully at the centre, and yet dif- 
fuses and expands alinost interminably. There is 
a sickly sensibility which weeps over the pictured 
tale of fancied woe, and yet withdraws its view, 
and withholds its relief from the real misevies of 
common life. There is a spurious benevolence 
which ever wanders from home, in search of ob- 
jects distant and magnificent, while it is inatten- 
tive tothe sphere where it might be exercised un- 
to benefit and profit.. Such is not that heaven- 
born charity which is * twice blessed, blessing him 
that gives and him that takes.” Such is not the 
benevolence of the gospel, which is ever practical, 
unwearied, and beneficent. Who is the man to 
whom we would with confidence look, for a suc- 
cessful appeal in behalf of objects of general be- 
nevoleuce ? Is it not he whose heart beats in the 
warmth of affection, and tastes the endearments of 
domestic enjoyment? It is io faithfully relieving 
the wants, and discharging the duties of home, that 
vat only the hands become inured to labor, but 
also the heart becomes enlivened and expanded in 
the exercise of an active and enlarged benevo- 
lence. Where must we look for a successful ap- 
peal in behalf of objects of Christian benevolence 7 
Is it not to those churches which are blessed with 
a faithful and an affectionate ministry, on whom 
the Lord has poured his Spirit, and on whose 
characters is inscribed “holiness to the Lord.” 
Theve shall we be greeted in return to our appeal: 
We esteein it our privilege and joy to co-operate 
ln promoting the cause of our Redeemer, by im- 
parting the blessed gospel to those who are desti- 
tute of it, We know the value of that gospel, for 
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he advanced, into the full glow of assured hope, and 
although his last days were distressed by bodily suf- 
fering, his sun set with unclouded splendor—the 
oheering harbinger of a glorious morning. 

His funeral was attended on Sunday, when his re- 
mains were carried to the Episcopal Church, where a 
sermon was delivered by the Rev. Mr. Croswell, from 
Eccl. i. 4.—One generation passeth away, and another 
generation cometh: but the earth abideth forever. 

Conn. Journal. 





AN HONOURABLE EXAMPLE. 


By the documents which follow, it will be seen that 
measures for promoting the moral iuterests of 
seamen, not only receive their grate ful acknow!- 
edgement, but their prompt and efficient opera- 
tion. 

The hearty interest in the undertaking of the So 
ciety, manifested by the crew of the brig Stran 
ger, and their liberal subscription to its funds, ts 
a most encouraging event; aud we hope it may 
stimulate others according to their ability, to 
pursue a similar course. But while such pat- 
ronage is afforded without solicitation by the 
seamen, we would respectfully call on those 
whose coffers have been filled by their exertions, 
to show a corresponding and proportionate man- 
ifestation of regard. For inducements, if addi- 
tional inducements are required, we refer them 
to the letter which accompanied the remit- 
tance.—JV. Y. Chron. 


“ On board the brig Stranger, 
At Sea, 25th May, 1826. 

The Master, Officers, and crew, of the brig 
‘Stranger, of New Haven, on our homeward bound 
passage from the West Indies, feeling a desire to 
promote the interests of the “ American Seamen’s 
Friend Society,” aud willing to manifest our ap 
probation of so excellent an institution, and one 
which promises so much benefit to our * Brethren 
of the Ocean,’ and our disposition to contribute 
our mite to its usefulness and support, do present 
to the said Society the sum of fifteen dollars.” 


Rev. ano Dear Sir, 

It is with heartfelt pleasure that I comply with 
the rqeuest of the Officers and crew of the brig 
Stranger, Capt. Tolles, of this port, by forwarding 
the enclosed sum of fifteen dollars, subscribed by 
them as above; which I beg the favor of you to 
hand over to the proper officer of the ‘ American 
Seamen’s Friend Society.’ And on this occasion 
I cannot but suggest the idea, (the importance of 
which you may perhaps be able to impress upon 
the minds of many—particularly pious shipmes 
ters,) that ifon every returning voyage, the sum 
only of five dollars should be made up by the offi 
cers and crew of every vessel from a foreign voy- 
age, and some sinaller sum for shorter voyages, 1 
would soon create a Jarge fund, or average annu 
ally a large sum to be appropriated tu the objects 
of the Society. The sum for each individual 
would be so small, as not to be felt by them; and 
if masters of vessels, whose duty it is, would but 
make the call upon their crews, I think I may ven- 
ture to say, that not one in tweoty will refuse.— 
The trial only need be made; and seamen will 
give, and give cheerfully, and without any quib- 
bling objections, or fears that their donations will 
be misapplied. 

It has long been matter of surprise te me, that 
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merchants did not feel more the importance of rais- 


ing the inoral character of seamen. They are not 
backward in consulting their own interest in most 
cases, but in this, I certainly think they are remiss, 
Their thousands and tens of thousands are daily 
sent afloat upon the ocean, committed to the care 
of—whom? Men whom they will hardly trust 
with a dollar on shore. Masters of vessels are 
generally men of respectability, to be sure; but my 
dear sit, did it never excite your surprise that there 
were not more cases of piracy than really do oc- 
cur. Ali does not depeod upon the master. Is 
there not then, with ali their faults, some traits of 
character in seamen that may justly be admired— 
something that is worthy of encouragement? And 
may it not be safely said, that merchants would 
advance their own interests, (ifthere was no other 
end to be answered than this,) by lending their aid 
to raise the standard of character among seamen. 
But this is not all, sir; seamen have souls as well 
as other men—souls that must be happy or misere 
able through a boundless eternity. And where is 
the heart that would not glow with supreme de- 
light at the thought that he had assisted to raise 
one soul from the depths of moral degradation 
and pollution, to the bright hope of a glorious im- 
mortality, It is my earnest prayer, ‘hat the Va- 
tional Society may prove a national blessing, 
And may you, my dear sir, be made the happy in- 
sttument in the hands of God, of turoing many 
seamen from the error of their ways, and bringin 
ihem to a knowledge of the truth as it is in Jesus, 
And I sincerely pray, that every * Watchman in 
Israel’ may awake to the important duty of pre- 
senting seamen frequently at the throne of grace. 
Let us all be found faithful, and pat our trust in 
Him who has said, ‘ that the abundance of the sea 
shall be converted unto me.’ 
I am, dear sir, with much esteem, 
Yours, W. S#errie.p. 

Vew- Haven, June, 1826. 

—= 
AFRICAN COLONY. 

One of the most encouraging features in the Cole. 
ny, established at Liberia, is its religious character. 
If the instructions and examples of a few pious teach- 
ers, settled here and there among our Indian tribes, 
or in the more distant islands of the sea, have in so 
short atime changed the moral aspect of whole na- 
tions—what may we not hope from a christian colo- 
ny established in the beart of Africa, If it continues 
to be governed by good and wholesome laws, and can 
be preserved and improved in its moral character, as 
it grows and improves in numbers and in strength ; it 
will prove, ere long, to be the greatest blessing thas 
heaven ever bestowed upon poor degraded Africa.— 
It will be like a great light shining in a dark place; @ 
fountain, that by the instrumentality of schools and 
missionaries, will send fort) streams that shall water 
aud refresh the burning plains of that whole conti 
nent. 

fn speaking of the prosperity of the colony, and its 
present religioas character, Mr. Asiimun, the agent 
of the American Society, makes the following state- 
ment— 


H «ppily a large proportion of the settlers were, 
previous to their emigration, the members ef re- 
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ligious connexions in America. A change of cir- 
cumstances, the greatest almost, that could arrive, 
has severely tried the sincerity in their profession ; 
and as was to be anticipated, has proved that a 
few were a little worthy the characther they had 
assumed. But most have sustained the trial with 


honour to themselves, and to the holy religion of 


their adoption. They are now becoming settled 
in their circumstances, and fixed and regular in 
their religious hatits and duties. The true gold 
has gained a purer lustre in the ‘furnace through 
which it has passed. ‘The pains which this class 
of settlers have bestowed on their own religious 
improvement, have both qualified and stimulated 
them, to advance the spiritual interest of others. 
Through a Divine bie-sing, their example and ex- 
ertions have been successful. Their ranks have 
every year been replenishing. More than 950 per- 
sons, embracing nearly the whole voung adult 
population, have, in the 15 montis past, become 
the serious and devout professors of christianity. 

It is almost unnecessary to add, that the Sab- 

bath is universally observed with all the outward 
marks of religious decorum—that domestic or- 
ship is common—that Sunday schools, both for 
native and seittier’s children, are zealously sus 
tained, wumerously attended, and productive of 
the happiest fruits—that "here is a general atten- 
dance of all classes, ov the public, and occasional 
worship of God—and that charitable and pious 
associations, chiefly for the religious tuition and 
brivging up of native children, are on foot, and 
appear to have been undertaken in that spirit of 
intelligent zeal which ensures both perseverance 
and success. i 

During the latter half of the past year, two 
eominodious and beaunful chapels, each sufficient 
to contain several huudred worshippers, have 
been erected, and consecrated to the Christians’ 
God. The well-adjusted, and plainly orvament- 
eu spire of one of these, is among the first objects 
which occurs to the observer ov approaching the 
town from the road-stead, These little churches 
stand on the confines of a once gloomy forest, 
consecrated to the demon-worship of the natives ; 
and while they are beheld by christians as new 
and joyful landmarks of the widening empire of 
the Son of God, are regarded by the neighboring 
tribes as monuments of ihe incipient overthrow of 
their superstitions, and as prophetic beacons of 
its hasteuing dissolution. ‘These edifices were 
erected wholly by the personal services and vol- 
untary contributions of their respective parishion- 
ers:—and although nearly finished and fitted up 
in a style of neat and simple ornament, equal to 
that of most reputable churches in America, have 
devolved upon the congregation no debt, either 
for materials or labor. The encouragement in 
various ways afforded by the intelligent females 
of the settlement, to this creditable and pious la- 
bor, has contributed greatly to its successful and 
early accomplishment. 

A divine Providence prepares and employs the 
instruments of his own work. This remark is 
verified in a higher degree by the peculiar char 
acter of the talents engaged in the preaching of 
the Gospel, and administration of the offices of 
religion amongst us, than it is necessary, or quite 
proper for me to state. The Board may, howev- 
er, rely with confidence, that the pure doctrines 
and precepts of christianity are here taught as, 


both from the desk, and by the examples of its 
ministers. Iv a community baving seven licens- 
ed preachers, and others who occasionally officiate 
io a subordinate sphere of activity, it is not to be 
expected that a general commendation shall be 
equally applicable to all; or that in the matter 
or manner of conducting the public offices of 
religion, there should not be some defects and 
abuses, which every serious and enlightened ehris- 
tian must contemplate with sorrow. But these 
exceptions, I believe to be fewer and of less mo- 
ment, than the Board may, not without reason, 
have been led to apprehend. Ao enlightening 
and reforming spirit is evidently operating upon 
the minds, and gradually modelling after the great 
example of all moral perfection, the characters 
both of our priests and people. The Holy Au- 
thor of our religion and salvation, has made the 
hearts of a Jarge proportion of these people, the 
temples of the Divine Spirit. The faith of the 
everlasting gospel, with an evidence and strength 
which nothing short of the power of the Almighty 
can produce or sustain, has become the animating 
spring of action, the daily rule of life, the soarce 
vt wunmortal hope and ineffable enjoyment, to a 
large proportion of your Colonists. God is known 
in his true character—his worship is celebrated in 
its purty—the doctriues of salvation are received 
in their genuime siunplicity, by very many. 

1 have seen the proudest aud profanest foreign- 
ers that ever visited the Colony, trembling with 
amazement and conviction, almost literally in the 
descriptive phraseology of St. Paul, “ Find the 
secrets of their hearts made manifest, and falling 
down upon their faces, worship God, and report 
that God is in the midst” of this people “of a 
truth.” 

These facts I have judged it my duty to state, 
to the praise of that God to whom we are entirely 
indebted for so precious a testimony of his favor, 
—and for the information of thousands in the 
United States, to whose prayers and pious alten- 
tions we may, under the Most High refer it.—I 
aim not insensible of the delicacy and respousibil- 
ity attending the publication of a statement of 
this nature; and of the great danger a more cau- 
Hous pen than mine might incur, of communica- 
ting on it, either too litte or too much. But as 
the grand secret of the improving circumstances 
of this Colony—of the respect it commands with- 
out, and of the happiness, oider, and industry, 
which reigns within it, is wrapped up in the con- 
wolling influence of religion on the temper and 
habits of the people, I should greatly wrong the 
cause of truth, by suppressing, or too lightly pass- 
ing by, a topic of such leading importance. 
ao °¢ aoe 


INDIAN TRADITION. 


There are many corroborating circumstances in 
favor of the opinions advanced by Dr. Boudinot and 
others, that the Aborigines of this couutry are des- 
cended from the lost Tribes of Israel. ‘The similarity 
in the language of some of the Tribes, and the origin 
of many of their Traditions, cannot be easily accoun- 
ted for in any other way. Whether these coincidents 
are all merely accidental, or not, we leave others to de- 
cide. The story of Jacob and Esau—the loss of the 
birthright, and all the circumstances attending the 
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accomplish such a union of sentiment and action, 
the Board appeal to the churches in the United 
States, and most respectfully, yet earnestly, invite 
their co-operation. May they be allowed to sug- 
gest to the ministers and rulers of these churches, 
that no possible measure occurs to them as more 
desirable, than a religious celebration of the anni- 
versary of our Independence, when the views and 
hopes of this Institution might most appropriately 
be displayed before the American people, and their 
donations solicited to give them fulfilment. Should 
celebrations of a different character prevent, in 
many places, such a religious service, it might be 
performed perhaps, on the Sunday immediately 
preceding or succeeding that day. From the 
charities of this occasion was a large proportion of 
the funds of the Society derived the last year, 
though the whole amount was inconsiderable, 
compared with that which cannot fail to be reali- 
zed by the unanimous adoption of the measure. 
The Board appeal with confidence to the Rev. 
Clergy. The several Ecclesiastical Bodies will, 
they hope, make this plan their own, and send it 
Sorth to the churches under the seal of their unqual- 
ified approbation. 

4 My order of the Board. 

R. R. GURLEY, Resident Agent. 





We understand the Rev. Carros Witcox, of Hart- 
ford, has been obliged to relinquish the pastoral 
charge of his Society, on account of feeble health. 
The members of his society have presented him the 
sum of $500 “as a mark of their sincere friendship 
and good wishes for him.” 


Revivals. 


Extract of a letter to the Editor of the Religious Iv- 
telligencer, from a clergyman on Long Island, dated 
Brookhaven, June. 10th. 


We have had a refreshing season for five or six 
months past, both in Patchague and Old Man’s. 
Many of all ages and classes in society, have been 
brought, as is charitably hoped, to the knowledge 
of the truth. My dwelling ts still visited with in- 
quiring souls, conscious of their guilt and condem- 
nation ;—though the revival in both places is evi- 
dently declining, leaving some to “ wonder, despair 
and perish.” The cloud of divine influence seems 
passing to the west. In Islip, (a town adjacent) 
there are some favorable appearances. I attend- 
ed a meeting in that region on the 7th inst. com- 
mencing between & and 6 o’clock, and continuing, 
except a short intermission,—till between 11 and 
12 o'clock at night. A solemn attention reigned 
through the assembly, and some individuals had 
obtained a hope in Christ. Christians seemed 
much engaged. What the result will be, is known 
only to God, who hath the power and the residue 
of the Spirit. 

We have recently formed a Tract Society in 
each of my Parishes, embracing more than two 
hundred members. 


DARTMOUTH COLLEGE. 


Ata prayer meeting held by the members of 
the Convention of Congregational Mivisters in 
Concord, N. H. on Thursday morning the 8th 


Revivals. 
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College, from which we derive facts which enable 


ns to give a more detailed accownt of those inter- 
esting scenes than we have before seen. 

Two or three years previous to the revival, had 
been marked by stupidity among professors, not 
only in the church but in the college. In the fall 
of 1825, the people of God seemed quickenved both 
in the village and in the college. A prayer meet- 
ing was established, which was kept up during the 
winter. On the last week of the winter vacation, 
a day of fasting and prayer was »ppointed, which 
proved highly interesting, and which diffused a 
deep feeling through the church. On the return 
of the students, some of whom had spent the wine 
ter in places visited by the influences of the Holy 
Spirit, they seemed to bring a spirit of revival with 
them. The Theological Society met and ap- 
pointed a committee to visit ald converse partic- 
ularly with their brethren on the momentous sub- 
ject of religion. The church adopted correspond- 
ing measures, and appointed a committee to visit 
among their brethren, to excite them to activity 
and zeal in the cause of their Divine master. The 
effect was manifest, and very soon a cloud was 
seen rising, which in a few weeks suddenly burst 
forth with power and great glory. 

This was the lastof February, or the very first 
of March ; about the time, it will be recollected, 
of the concert of prayer for the colleges. The 
first cases were in the village, but the work soon 
spread among the members of college, and exten- 
ded itself with great rapidity. For five or six 
weeks more or less cases of hopeful conversion 
came to the knowledge of christians alinost every 
day, and on some days, three four, five and even 
six individuals began to rejoice in newness of life, 
Though powerful, the work was remarkably still 
and silent; no extravagancies; nathing wild or 
disorderly ; but an awful solemnity and intensity 
of interest pervaded the minds of all. Convictions 
generaily, though deep and pungent, were short, 
in many instances continuing bat one two or th: ee 
days, before the individuals obtained relief, and 
manv of these came out remarkably clear, and 
enjoyed great peace and comfort. Many who 
were quite young, a considerable number of whom 
were members of the academy, were subjects of 
the revival ; some of these, from fourteen down to 
10 years of age, give pleasing and very satisfacto- 
ry evidence of piety. 

In regard to the number of hopeful subjects, 
President Tyler was disposed to speak with great 
caution. He estimated the students at between 
fig y and sixty, and the inhabitants of the village 
somewhat more. But few houses have been pass- 
ed by in this wonderful dispensation of divine 
mercy—in some are to be found three, four, and 
five entertaining a lively hope in the Redeemer. 
In the college the situation was interesting when 
the students separated at spring vacation. Though 
some were indifferent, others were seriously in- 
quiring. 

In the vicinity of Hannover, God is also exe 
tending the influence of his grace. The revival 
in Norwich, opposite Hannover, was noticed. In 
Thetford, Fairlee and Bradford, on Connecticut 
river above Norwich, revivals have commenced. 

In this State, the prospects are becoming more 
favourable in Haverhill, in the society under the 
care of Rev. Mr. Powers. In Onford there isa 





inst. Rev. President Tyler communicated the lea- 
ding particulars of the late revival at Dartinouth 
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the work is extending. ln Hanover, East Parish, 
in Rev. Mr. Towne’s Society, are some favoura- 
ble appearances. Inv Lebanon, several indulge a 
hope of an interest in Christ, and others are in- 
quiring for the way of life and salvation. ; 

In regard to religion around us in other places 
we think the prospects of a general revival are 
becoming more and more encouraging. In He- 
bron sume are rejoicing in hope. In Lyneboro’ 
a powerful revival prevails in Rev. Mr. Merrill’s 
society. In Troy the revival progresses, and in 
Keene the prospects continue favorable ; and we 
might mention other places in New-Hampshire 
where some mercy drops have been felt, and have 
rejoiced the hearts of christians. —M. H. Repos. 


FOR THE RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCER. 


* The wilderness shall bud and blossom us the rose.’ 
Extracts of a letter from an aged clergyman im the 
state of Ohio, showing the amazing progress of 
Christianity and civilization in that section of our 
country in which he resides. 
When I first came into this part of the country, 
twenty-five years ago, it was a wilderness both in 
a matural and moral sense. Not a church of any 
description or denominauon. But let us mark the 
change, and see what God hath wrought. There 
were but four ministers between the Ome river and 
Lake Erie, in the year 1800, inciuding myself.— 
One of them was settled in Pennsylvania in 1799, 
the other two came the nex: year. ‘There are now 
between the Ohio and Aileghany rivers, aud the 
Lake, five Presbyteries ; iwo of them in Pennsy!- 
vania, consisting of thirty-one Charches under 
Presbyterian form of government, embracing lasi 
year 3376 communicants, furnished with nineteen 
ministers. In the Counecticut Western Kese: ve, 
there was constituted by the lust General Asseim- 
bly of the Presbyterian Churci, a Syvod cousist- 
ing of three Congregational Piesbytesies; the 
churches being mostly governed by congre ge tou- 
al principles, embracing eighty-five churcies, in 
which there were last year 2620 commuiicants, 
and thirty minisiers. In the year lé2o tie sum 
total stood thus: where in 1800 there were but tou 
ministers and four or five swall ciurches, ihere 
are now forty-nine ministers, Ove hundred and 
thirty-six churches, and 6196 communicants, 


. 


Oviiuary. 


Diep,—In this city, on the 16th inst. Enyzas Muv- 
son, M. D. aged 92 years. He was bor» at New Ha- 
ven, June 24, 1734, N.S. and was the oldest surviving 
graduate of Yale College, having received wis first de- 
gree in that institution in 1753. He was active in 
torming the Medical Society of Connecticut, was ear- 
ly called to the presidency of that body, and was an- 
nually re-elected, as long as he was willing to serve. 
He was appointed a professor of the Medical Institu- 
tion of Yale College at the time of its organization, 


not enter upon the discharge of the active duties of 
the station. This venerable man sustained for more 
than half a century, the highest reputation, as a learn- 
ed, profound, devoted, and successful physician. En- 
dowed by his creator, with a powerful and discrimina- 
ting mind—animated by an ardent love of knowledge 
and habituated from early life, to observe, reason, 
and investigate; he was, notil age and infirmities 





[Junx, 


eries and improvements had been made. he maintaia- 
ed an extensive acquaintance at home, and a corres- 
pondence with eminent men abroad ; he procured and 
studied the most recent and célebrated works ; obtain- 
ed specimens of new and important substances; made 
many experiments in pharmacy, and in the kindred 
branches of physical science, and allowed no valuable 
improvement to escape his observation. Had he en- 
tered on professional life thirty years later, he would 
probably have been one of the most successful and 
distinguished cultivators of science, which he always 
loved for ils own sake ; but his great object was prac- 
tical utility, and he hastened to carry to the bed side 
of his patients, every remedy, and every alleviation, 
whose efficacy and safety had been fully ascertained. 
His devotion to his patients was unwearied, and the 
spirit which prompted his efforts was highly benevo- 
lent. He was the active friend of the poor, the dis- 
tressed, and the forsaken, and his deportment was 
happily adapted to the varying character and situa- 
tion of his patients. When immediate danger was 
not apprehended, and especially, where the spirits of 
the invalid needed the cordial of cheerfulness, no man 
knew better than he how to dissipate the gloom which 
grows out of the habitual contemplation of corporeal 
infirmities. This he effected by kind and encoura- 
ging remarks—by sallies of humor and pleasantry ,— 
and by the historical, biographical, and characteristic 
anecdotes and recollections, which a life eventually 
covering nearly one half of the whole existence of 
English America, and rendered the mor. interesting, 
by a personal acquaintance with many distinguished 
men of the very momentous epochs in which he lived, 
had enabled him to collect and preserve, in his capa- 
cious and retentive memory. But Dr. Munson knew 
also when to be grave, and no unseasonable spright- 
liness was permitted to appear when serious danger 
filled the sick room with anxiety. On such occasions, 
he was able and willing to proffer the comfort and 
consolations of religion ; and in that awful hour, when 
all the aids of science and skill avail no more, he 
could act the part of a Christian friend and instruc- 
tor, and in solemn prayer at the bed side of his pa- 
tient, could commend the departing soul to the mercy 
of God through the Saviour of men 

During the war of the revolution, he was repeated! 
ly a member of the Legislature, and for many years, 
in the commission of the peace. While in public life, 
he actively co-operated with those who now sleep 
with him in the dust, in securing the rights of the peo- 
ple of his native state. His profession, however, was 
his theatre of action, and for the long period of sev- 
enty years, he was here eminently respected 

Such was the habitual and even filial confidence, 
reposed by the community in his superior talents, 
knowledge skill, and professional zeal, that in the ri- 
sing and risen generations, this feeling had become 
almost traditionary; and it was with extreme reluc- 
tance, that his numerous friends and patients cou!d be 
induced to relinquish his services, even when oid agé” 
had rendered this indulgence indispensable. After he 
became confined, for the greater part of the time, to 
his own house, he was still, in difficult cases, the ora- 
cle for advice and consultation ; and his capacity and 
his disposition to be in this manner useful, con inued 
to the last. 

At the age of 19, while engaged in the business of 
instruction, he united himself to the church of Christ 
at Northampton, Mass. and after the usual prepara 
tions, entered on the ministry of the Gospel. The fee- 
ble state of his health, however, soon compelled him 
to relinquish the sacred profession ; but with it, he did 
not relinquish the Christian’s faith, and hope, and 
life. Through his long career of almost a century, 
when he had lived until no one remaining in his native 





checked his career, constantly advancing in profes- | 
sional science and usefulness. Although he came up- | 
on the stage before many of the great modern diseov- | 





city had survived so long, he found religion the staff 
of his age, as it had been the guide of his youth. His 
habitual trust in God, through Christ, brightened as 
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church and the conversion of sinners. In almost 
every town there are some hopeful followers of the 
Lamb, and in a few, what may be termed a revival 
of religion. 

In the afternoon was witnesséd a scene of deep, 
awful, and joyful interest. A separation was at- 
tempted to be made between the professed follow- 
ers of the Lamb, am those who are living without 
hope, and without God in the world. More than 
sixty candidates for admission into the church then 
presented themselves before the Lord, and the 
largest assembly of men, probably, that ever was 
witnessed in Minot. Of these about forty receiv- 
ed the ordinance of baptism. Previously to the 
admission of the candidates, they were addressed 
in a solemn and appropriate manner by the Rev. 
Mr. Pomeroy, and a prayer was offered by Rev. 
Mr. Stone. Rev. Mr. Jones, the pastor of the 
church, administered baptism, and read-the church 
covenant to them for their assent, and pronoun- 
ced them members of the visible church of Christ. 
Not a soul present, but seemed to feel interested. 
To the children of God collected together from the 
region round about, it was a joyful and animating 
transaction. They were ready to hail it as a day 
long to be remembered in Zion. And the silent 
tear trickling down the cheek of many who have 
not taken the vows of God upon them, showed 
plainly that even they were interested. The 
eyes appeared to have affected their hearts. The 
ordinance of the Lord’s Supper was then admin- 
istered, at which Rev. Messrs. Tappan, Sewall, 
and Chapin, officiated. A great number of comm- 
municants, estimated at between five and six hun- 
dred, sat down at the feast of love, and found it 
good to be there. 


**O the delights, the heavenly joys, 
The glories of the place, 

Where Jesus sheds the brightest beams 
Of his o’erflowing grace !” 


It is believed to have been the happy privilege 
of many present, to commune in heart with their 
God and Saviour—to “sit together in heavenly 
places with Christ Jesus their Lord.” 

This is the eighth meeting of the Cumberland 
Conference of Churches. The novelty of the 
thing must therefore have passed away ; and yet no 
meeting has ever exceeded, if indeed it has equal- 
led, this in interest ; and rarely, if ever, has so large 
a multitude convened. The meeting-house was 
thronged, every spot, aisles, porch, windows, were 
filled, and many there were who could not gain 
admission. But O, let them not seek too late, an 
admission into the kingdom of heaven. Intothat 
kingdom many have been invited and received, but 
yet there is room. Enter in, therefore, before the 
door is shut. 


MISSION COLLEGE IN CEYLON. 


By recent information from Calcutta, we learn 
that Mr. Winslow, as agent for the contemplated 
Mission College at Jaffna, has laid before the cit- 
izens an outline of the plan proposed, and of the 
progress already made in itsexecution. The pro- 
ject has on former occasions been fully submitted 
to the Christian public in this country—but the 
means pursued, and the ends thus far accomplish- 
ed, may nut be so entirely and generally apprehen- 
ded. 

Nearly 3000 children of both sexes, but chiefly 
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boys, are attached to the Native Free Schools 
which have been established under the superinten- 
dence of the Missionaries, and 145 boys and 30 
girls, selected for their promising character, are 
taken from their varents and whoily supported and 
instructed by the mission. A Central School es- 
tablished at Batticotta, as a germ for the proposed 
College, has nearly 40 youth pursuing the intend- 
ed introductory studies of College, and a prepara- 
tory school has been established in connexion with 
the same. 

What is now particularly needed, is a suitable 
edifice for lecture rooms, &c. and some addisional 
accommodations to receive the students. For this 
object subscriptions are now sought in Calcutta, 
The Lord Bishop, Dr. Heber, has lent bis counte- 
nance to the undertaking, and has furnished Mr. 
Winslow with a written recommendation of the 
design. It is as follows: 


Cuowrninouesr, Dec. 6, 1825. 
“* Reverend and Dear Sir, 


“] have read with much interest the Reports of 
your Missionary establishment, and intended plan 
of Christian education, in the neighborhood of 
Jatina, and regret that the prior and urgent claims 
of Bishop’s College prevent my contributing at 
present towards it in any other way than by good 
wishes. Those good wishes are strengthened by 
all which I have heard and known of your labors 
and those of your brethren in Ceylon ; where I can 
say with truth that I found an unanimous testimo- 
ny borne by the members both of the Church of 
England, and other Christian sects, to the zea), 
the judgment, and exemplary conduct of Ameri- 
can missionaries. 

I remain, Dear Sir, 
With much esteem, 
Your Obedient Servant, 
(Signed) Reeinaup Cancorta.” 
The Rev. M. Winslow. [ Rel. Chron: 
ARORA ae 
POST OFFICE LAW. 
CIRCULAR TO POST MASTERS, 
Post Office Department, 27th May, 1826. 

S1r,—Complaints have been lately made of the 
delay, and sometimes loss of Newspapers sent by 
mail. These may be attributable in some cases, 
to the careless manner in which papers are pre- 
pared for the mail, but in others, they are believed 
to arise from the inattention or design of Post 
Masters. It is feared that some of them are so 
forgetful of their duty, as to consult the conven- 
ience of contactors on horse routes, by retaining 
a partof the packets when the mail is so large 
that the usual number of bags cannot contain it. 
Others, it is said, being more culpable, retain 
newspapers to readthem, A moment’s reflection 
must convince every Post Master, guilty of either 
of these charges, that he trifles with the obligation 
imposed by his oath of office, and should be held 
responsible for such gross violation of duty. 

Publishers of Newspapers and their subscribers, 
as well as Post Masters, are requested to report to 
the Department all irregularities in the reception 
of papers forwarded in the mail, and an assurance 
is given, that where the irregularity shall be prov- 
ed to have been produced by the negligence ur de- 
sign of any contractor, Post Master, or clerk, the 
most effectual steps shall be taken to prevent its 
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It is often of as much importance to the public, 
and always as essential to the reputation of the 
mail, that Newspapers should be as speedily and 
safely transmitted as Letters; and an individual 


who is inattentive to the former, is unworthy of 


being trusted with ihe latter. He is a stranger to 
that high incentive to duty which arises from an 
ardent desire to elevate the character of the De- 
pariment, by giving the utmost efficiency to its op- 
erations. 

Inthe Post Office Law, it is provided, that, “If 
any person employed in any department of the 
Post Offive, shall improperly detain, delay, em 
bezzle, or destroy any Newspaper, or shall permit 
any other person to open any mail or packet of 
Newspapers, or shall embezzle or destroy the 
same, not being directed to such person, or not be- 
ing authorized to receive or open the same, such 
offender shall, on conviction thereof, pay a sum 
not exceeding twenty dollars for every such of 
fence.” 

At all offices where Newspapers are mailed, 
Post Masters should see that they are properly put 
up and directed. None should be forwarded in 
the mail, except such as are secured by a substan- 
tial envelope, and have a legible superscription. 

If this injunction were strictly observed, the 
number of failures would be greatly reduced. 

Under no circumstances sliould any part of the 
mail be left on a route short of its destination. 
This may always be avoided by Post Masters at 
the important offices, keeping one er more extra 
mail bags, 

I aim very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Joun M’Leayn. 
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NiEW-HAVEN, Junge 24, 1826. 


INDEPENDENCE, 





Religious services will be performed in the Centre 
Church, on Tuesday, the 4th of July, and a collec- 
tion taken up in aid of the American Colonization 
Society. An invitation is given to all people. 

Arrangements have been made, we understand, in 
many places, to celebrate this Birth-day of our nation 
in a similar way. We hope the day will never be 
forgotten while we continue to enjoy the blessings 
guaranteed to us by our Independence. A _ proper 
observance of this anniversary, will havea tendency, 
nw doubt, to awaken in us a lively recollection of the 
dark and trying scenes through which we have pass- 
ed, and thus to heighten our gratitude and praise to 
Him who delivered us from our bondage. And in 
future ages the return of this day will cause our chil- 
dren’s childrew to inquire what is meant by Indepen- 
dence, and teach them, we hope, to put a higher val- 
ue upon the blessing. 

While the noise of the cannon which calls us 
from our sleep, awakens withiu us the painful recol- 
lection of the thousands who laid down their lives to 
purchase our freedom, it will seem to enhance the 
value of the blessing. If in looking after the faithful 
band of worthies who survived the struggle, we find 
but here and there a solitary grey head beading over 
the grave, it may humble our pride, and remind us 


of the frailty of all human greatness. 
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If we go back but 50 years, and behold the infant 
in ils cradle, struggling for existence, surrounded by 
enemies, aud overwhelmed with difficulties, now riser 
to a great and mighty nation, we may well say, Hith~ 
erto the Lord hath helped us, and we will praise and 
magnify His name. 

Let us then regard the 4th of July as a day of na- 
tional thanksgiving and praise to the ‘‘ Lord who hath 
been on our side, and who hath crowned us with his 
loving kindness,” and while we thus rejoice in the rich 
blessings He has bestowed upon us, let us remember 
those who are in bondage ;—let us remember, at least 
in our prayers, the poor Greeks, who are fighting for 
liberty and life. And let us remember, too, Oh! let 
us remember, that even in this land of liberty,—this 
land of Gospel light,—this free and independent na- 
tion, there are now groaning in cruel bondage, more 
than Fifteen Hundred Thousand slaves! Oh: “teil 
it not in Gath; publish it not in the streets of Ashke- 
lon :”’ boast not of our independence. But if we can- 
not break their fetters, we can make some amends 
for the injury we have done them, by contributing 
on this day to restore them, as they become free, to 
their native country; where we believe they will be 
like us, (slavery excepted) a free, a happy, and an 
independent nation. 


The Managers of the American Colonization 
Society, are now, through the good Providence of 
God, justified in addressing the public, not with 
the diffilence of mere experimentalists, but’ with 
the confidence of successful laborers, in a cause 
uuspeakably interesting to our own country, and 
fraught with imperishable blessings for another. 
They announce with satisfaction, equalled only by 
iheir gratitude, that the Colony at Liberia exhib- 
its an importance and promise exceeding the pre- 
dictions of its most enthusiastic friends; that it 
opens before every freemen of color a field for 
'onorable enterprize, for political privileges, and 
for social enjoyment; that it offers to the Ameri- 
can statesman the only method, perhaps, of secur- 
ing permanent prosperity to our country; and to 
the christian, of imparting to the population of Af- 
rica his perfect and sublime religion. Trpelled by 
a deep sense of duty, and animated by the encour- 
agement of Heaven, the Board beg leave to invite 
their countrymen, universally, to the energetic 
prosecution of this magnanimous work, Tt merits, 
they believe, the approbation of all, and demands 
ihe patronage of the nation. Such is pow the ex- 
tent of the operations of this Society, and such the 
magnitude of its interests, that the same annual 
amount of funds heretofore received, will in future 
prove inadequate tothe management of the one, 
or the security of the other. But as the practica- 
bleness of its plans has been demonstrated, as 
their utility appears certain, as their necessity is 
daily becoming more imperious, the Board trust 
that hesitation will yield to confidence, and lan- 
guid approvers come forth to aid the cause with 
resolute purposes and generous hearts, Nor can 
the Managers doubt that when age shall contrid- 
ute its counsel, and youth its vigor; when female 
benevolence shall be excited, and the impressive 
devotions and eloquence of the ministry be enlis- 
ted for its success, en illustrious triamph will at- 
tend this cause—a triumph, honorable to our citi- 
zens, felicitous to Africa, and glorious to God. Te 
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cy in the Bible, or the cousequences resulting from 
them more closely foretold by prophecy, than will be 
found in the following Indian Tradition. contained in 
the reply of a Seminole Chief to a late ‘‘ Talk” of the 


Secretary of War. 

“ Brother,” said he, “ you tell us that our Great 
Father wishes to place a school in our nation, to 
teach our children to read and write. We do not 
wish one at all. We do not believe the Great 
Spirit intended this, he would have given us the 
kuowledge as early as he gave it tothe white peo- 
ple. Now it is too late: the white people have 
gained an advantage we can never recover, aud it 
is better for us to remain as we are, red men, and 
live in our own way. Brother, among our people 
it is thought that at the time when there was but 
two kinds of people, the red and the white, on the 
earth, a book was placed by the Great Spirit in 
the hands of an old man, blind, and with a loug 
beard, who told the red and the white man, that 
he who killed the first deer should receive the 
book as his reward, and be learnt to read it. Both 
went out to hunt, different ways. ‘The white man, 
after going a little way, found a sheep, which be- 
ing not so wild as a deer, he easily killed. He 
took this sheep to the blind man, and told him it 
was adeer. The old man believed him, and gave 
him the book, and learnt him how to read it. ~The 
red man soon after brought in a deer; but he was 
too late—the white man had got the book. If 

cheat had not been practised, the red man 

ld have been now as the white man is, and he 
asthe red man. Brother, if the Great Spirit had 
intended that the red man should know how to 
read, he would not have allowed the white wan to 
take this advantage of us.” 


UTICA BIBLE CLASS ASSOCIATION. 


A most interesting meeting of this association took 
place last Sabbath, when an address was made and 
a report read, which speak volumes in favour of Bib- 
lical instruction. The association was organized one 
year since, consisting of about 30 members, The 
numbers have since increased to 94; of these 68 are 
now hopefully pious—leaving only 26 without hope, 
and some of the latter under serious impressious. 
Only 12 were pious at the time of their joining the 
classes, and 56 are subjects of the existing revival— 
Fifty-six out of eighty-two! What a blessing. More 
than two thirds of the unconverted members of this 
association made the hopeful subjects of renewing 
grace during the first year of the existence of the in- 
Stitution. Reader, have you ever done any thing for 
the promotion o Bible Classes? West. Rec. 





RELIGIOUS TRACTS. 


Our persuasion of their blessed tendency, in- 
creases with the progress of their circulation. We 
were relating tu one of the missionaries of the Con- 
vention, an account of the efficacy of a Tract up 
on a gentleman, once a lawyer in the city of New- 
York, for whom the preaching of the gospel and 
scriptures of truth, furnished no attraction, .'The 
prosecution of legal studies engaged his mind. 
His law books were his most interesting company, 
and the ordinary means of grace were overlooked ; 
until one morning when engaged in his usual ju 
ridica] studies, his eyes lit upon a Tract which Jay 
upon his table. He took it up, and commenced 
the perusal of it. His attention was fastened, and 
as he read his interest deepened; until the “ big 
tear rolled from his eye.” The weight ef truth 
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pressed mightily upow him, and he retired from 
the publicity of bis front office, to that in the rear, 
to pour out his bursting heart to the Almighty. 
Here he prayed, and read, and wept, and prayed. 
He was confounded by the majesty of trath, and 
dissolved by divine condescension; and through 
the instrumentality of chs Tract was brought to 
hope in the mercy of God, and to count all things 
loss for Christ! The ‘aw book was closed forev- 
er! What we have given here, is the substance 
of what we heard au individual relate in detail, 
and in the conclusion say, “The person who ad- 
dresses you is that individual.” 

The missionary was astonished and delighted ; 
and subjoined his testimony in their favor, He 
said he had travelled and preached much in the 
destitute and scattered settlements of our country ; 
and distributed a number of Tracts. The reading 
ot these had produced a great desire for more, and 
he had known them gain attention when nothing 
else would, He has gone into a house, pressed the 
subject of religion with all the powers he was pos- 
sessed of, without producing the least effect, and 
without obtaining even sufficient regard to ioter- 
rupt domestic business ; the drawing forth a Tract 
from bis pocket, and commencing the reading of 
it, has suspended the noise of business, and riveted 
the most eager attention! And when he has re- 
visited these families, an earnest inquiry has been 
made for these little books. ‘The benefits of them 
in Our OWN country are very striking ; bat when 
the eye is directed to South America, where Po- 
pish prejudices are arrayed aginst the Bible, but 
where ‘T'racts meet with no obstruction to their cir- 
culation, we see a’ ficld offered for doing good to 
the deluded and ignorant Cathelics, without a 
boundary.— Bap. Reg. 

A CARD. 

The Board of Directors of the PressrTe Rian 
Epucatiuon Society, hereby acknowledge, and 
very gratefully, the receipt of a parcel of clothes 
by Rev. Peter Lockwood, from several young la- 
dies of Peekskill, designed for the use of indigent 
students under their patronage and care at the 
Bloomfield Academy, 

With their thanks for such a substantial token of 
benevolence, to a highly w orthy object, the Board 
would express their hope, that these, their helpers 
in the cause, will contuoue their excellent contri- 
butions to its interesis; and that other ladies, pro- 
voked vuto “love aud to good works” by this ex- 
ample, will imitate il, in successive artivals, not 
only trom our distant frieads, but from mauy near- 
er to us, who, did they know the wants they could 
reheve, and the good they wniglit subserve, would 
oftener afford us the pleasure of acknowledging, 
as now, our indebredness to their bounty aud Zeal, 

ln behalf of the Bowrd, 
Samuc.t H. Cox, 

New-York, June 18, 1826. Cor. Secretary. 
,— ____. —— Se ee ee 





@osvituary. 


At Fairfield, on the 13th inst. Mrs. Mary Fowler, 
aged 60, wife of Mr. Stephen F. : 

At Groton, on the Ist inst. Mrs. Elizabeth Starr, 
aged 100 years, 4 mouths, and 8 days. 

At Buriington, N. J. William Griffith, Esq. aged 
61, Clerk of the Supreme Court of the United States 

Near Pittsburg, Penn. ov the i4th April, Major 
Isaac Craig, a field officer of the Peonsvivania lines 





in the revolutionary army aged 84 
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FOR THE RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCER. 


THE VICISSITUDES OF ZION PARTICIPATED. 


O I nave lov'd from my seclusion deep, 

To watch the mighty movements of the day, 
An anxious eye on Zion’s cause to keep, 
And mark the Gospel’s chariot in its way. 


i 








rs 





Sometimes of Zion’s triumphs I have sung, 
Her joy has made the song of rapture flow ; 
Again her sorrows have my harp unstrung, 
Or changed its joyful notes to tones of wo. 


Zion, I love thee still,—this tear that falls, 
This burst of agony that rends my breast, 
Laments the ruins of thy sacred walls, 

On which the lurid clouds of sorrow rest. 


I mourn thy fallen sons,—a lovely band, 
In the cold bosom of sepulchre laid ; 

But Fisk !—dear herald to the Holy Land, 
Seems to demand the warmest tear | shed. 


For I have followed him thro’ deserts drear, 
Seen him beside a Parson’s dying bed, 
There pour'd for him the sympathetic tear, 
And at a throne of grace his sorrows spread. 


And to Jerusalem his steps pursued, 
Where once the temple of Jehovah stood, 
Avod where the sacred altar was bedew’'d 
With many a symbol of redeeming blood. 


And I have lov'd to trace at sitting day, 

His walk to Kedron’s solitary stream ; 

Have climb’d with him the steeps of Calvary, 
Or ov Mount Olivet have wept with bim 


Mn Oiose dear hills of Zion be has stood— 
The glorious banner of the cross unfurl'd, 
And pointed Jews and Gentiles to that blood 
Which could alone redeem a fallen world. 


But wherefore weep for him ; faith saw him rise 
Froin these loved labours to a rest in heaven: 
Angels attend his spirit to the skies, 

Where the bright palm of victory was given. 


And lo, another comes his sphere to fill ;* 
Perhaps he caught Fisk’s mantle in its fall, 
And he may barn with the same ardent zeal, 
To rebuild Zion's desolated wall. 


Then cease my tears, be comforted my soul,— 
And tune thy broken harp to joy again, 

For Jesus does these dark events control. 

Nor shall ove sow of Zion fall in vain. P. 

* Among the missionaries recently ordained at 
Springfield, Mass. one, (it is said,) is designated for 
the Palestine Mission. 
een 




















See the bright and triumphant army marching up 
to their eternal home, under the conduct of the Cap- 
tain of their salvation, where they shal! ever be with 
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the Lord; as happy as their nature in its highest 
improvements is capable of being made. With what 
shouts of joy and triumph do they descend! With 
what sublime hallelujahs do they crown their deliver- 
er With what wonder and joy; with what pleasing 
horror, like one that has narrowly escaped some tre- 
mendous precipice, do they look back upon what they 
once were! Once, mean, guilty, depraved, condem- 
ned sinners !—afterwards, imperfect, broken-hearted, 
sighing, weeping saints!—but now, innocent, holy, 
happy, glo..ous immortals! 


“ Are these the forms that mouldered in the dust? 
O, the transcendant glories of the just!’ 


Now with what pleasure and rapture do they look 
forward through the long, long prospect of immortal- 
ity, and call it their own —the duration not only of 
their existence, but of their happiness and glory! O, 
shall any of us share in this immensely valuable 
privilege! How immensely transporting the thought! 
O what exploits, what miracles of power and grace 
are these! But why do I darken such splendors with 
words without knowledge’? The language of mortals 
was formed for lower descriptions ! Eye has not seen, 
ear has not heard, nor have entered into the heart of 
man, the things that God has laid up for them that 
love him. 

And now when the inhabitants of our world, for 
whose sake it was formed, are all removed to other re- 
gions, and it is left a wide extended desert, what re- 
mains but that it also meet its fate? It is fit so guilty 
a globe, that had been the stage of sin for so many 
thousands of years; and which even supported the 
cross on which its Maker expired, should be mad 
monument of the divine displeasure, and either 
laid in ruins, or refined by fire. And see! the @mi- 
versal blaze begins! the heavens pass away with a 
great noise ; the elements melt with fervent heat; the 
earth and the works that are therein are burned up. 
Now stars rush from their orbits; comets glare; the 
earth trembles with convulsions ; the Alps, the Andes, 
and all the lofty peaks or long extended ridges of 
mountains burst out into so many burning Etnas; or 
thunder and lighten, and smoke and flame, and quake 
like Sinai, when God descended upon it to publish his 
fiery law! Rocks melt and run down in torrents of 
flame ; rivers, lakes, and oceans boil and evaporate. 
Sheets of fire, and pillars of smoke, outrageous and 
insufferable thunders and lightnings burst, and bellow, 
and blaze, and involve the atmosphere from pole to 
pole. The whole globe is now dissolved into a shore- 
less ocean of liquid fire. And where now shall we 
find the places where cities stood, where armies fought, 
where mountains stretched their ridges, aud reared 
their heads on high? Alas! they are all lost, and 
have left no trace behind them where they once stood. 
Where art thou, O my country? Sunk with the rest 
as a drop into the burning ocean. Where now are 
your houses, your lands, and those earthly posses- 
sions you were once so fond of? ‘They are no where 
to be found. How sorry a portion for an immortal 
mind is such a dying world as this! And QO! 


“ How rich that God who can sach charge defray, 
And bear to fling ten thousand worlds away.” 





Davies. 


Terms of the Lntelligencer —In advance, $2,50. Seven copies, $2, with an allowauce of 10 per cent. to agents. 
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